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kempe recounts the history of the united states relationship with noriega from his

recruitment by the cia to his capture in 1990 he examines why and how the united

states became involved with the panamanian dictator and how the involvement has

affected its standing in latin america

this book s unique combination of case studies and commentaries provides the basis

for a systematic discussion of the role of individual leaders and complex institutions in
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u s foreign policy making the case studies present routine and urgent controversial and

consensus driven decisions in nine presidential administrations from harry truman s

decision to drop the atomic bomb on japan in 1945 to george w bush s responses to

international terrorism in the wake of 9 11 each chapter includes essential background

information a chronology of events and primary source documents through all these

elements  even  students  with  little  or  no  background  in  history  will  gain  a  new

understanding of how presidents institutions and issues all shape american foreign

policy

for more than thirty years brent scowcroft has played a central role in american foreign

policy scowcroft helped manage the american departure from vietnam helped plan the

historic breakthrough to china urged the first president bush to repel the invasion of

kuwait and worked to shape the west s skillful response to the collapse of the soviet

empire and when us foreign policy has gone awry scowcroft has quietly stepped in to

repair the damage his was one of the few respected voices in washington to publicly

warn the second president bush against rushing to war in iraq the strategist offers the

first  comprehensive  examination  of  brent  scowcroft  s  career  author  bartholomew

sparrow details scowcroft s fraught relationships with such powerful figures as henry

kissinger the controversial mentor scowcroft ultimately outgrew alexander haig his one

time rival for oval office influence and condoleezza rice whose career scowcroft helped

launch and with whom he publicly broke over iraq through compelling narrative in depth

research and shrewd analysis the strategist brings color and focus to the complex and

often  secretive  nature  of  us  foreign  policy  an  intellectual  battlefield  on  which

personalities ideas and worldviews clash dramatically shaping the world in which we

live

lyndon johnson invaded the dominican republic richard nixon sponsored a coup attempt

in chile ronald reagan waged covert warfare in nicaragua nearly a dozen times during

the cold war american presidents turned their attention from standoffs with the soviet

union to intervene in latin american affairs in each instance it was declared that the

security of the united states was at stake but as michael grow demonstrates these

actions had more to do with flexing presidential muscle than responding to imminent

danger from eisenhower s toppling of arbenz in guatemala in 1954 to bush s overthrow

of noriega in panama in 1989 grow casts a close eye on eight major cases of u s

intervention  in  the  western  hemisphere  offering  fresh  interpretations  of  why  they

occurred and what they signified the case studies also include the bay of pigs fiasco

reagan s invasion of grenada in 1983 and jfk s little known 1963 intervention against

the government of cheddi jagan in british guiana grow argues that it was not threats to
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u s national security or endangered economic interests that were decisive in prompting

presidents to launch these interventions rather each intervention was part of a symbolic

geopolitical  chess match in which the white house sought to project  an image of

overpowering strength to audiences at home and abroad in order to preserve both

national and presidential credibility as grow also reveals that impulse was routinely

reinforced by local latin american elites such as chilean businessmen or opposition

panamanian politicians who actively promoted intervention in their own self interest lbj

s loud lament what can we do in vietnam if we can t clean up the dominican republic

reflected just how preoccupied our presidents were with proving that the u s was no

paper tiger and that they themselves were fearless and forceful leaders meticulously

argued and provocative grow s bold reinterpretation of cold war history shows that this

special preoccupation with credibility was at the very core of our presidents approach to

foreign relations especially those involving our latin american neighbors

character  and  consequence  by  robert  a  strong  looks  at  important  foreign  policy

decisions of george h w bush through the lens of character and asks how personal traits

like loyalty compassion reticence and audacity had an impact on american foreign

policy at a pivotal point in world history combining biographical observations with in

depth case studies of complicated international events the book explores foreign policy

decision making and presidential personality for a broad audience it is recommended to

those curious about a critical era in u s diplomatic history and to students of american

politics  and  international  relations  who  want  to  understand  america  s  forty  first

president and his decisions and actions at the end of the cold war

bribes bullets and intimidation is the first book to examine drug trafficking through

central america and the efforts of foreign and domestic law enforcement officials to

counter it drawing on interviews legal cases and an array of central american sources

julie  bunck  and  michael  fowler  track  the  changing  routes  methods  and  networks

involved while comparing the evolution and consequences of the drug trade through

belize costa rica guatemala honduras and panama over a span of more than three

decades bunck and fowler argue that while certain similar factors have been present in

each of the central american states the distinctions among these countries have been

equally important in determining the speed with which extensive drug trafficking has

taken hold the manner in which it has evolved the amounts of different drugs that have

been transshipped and the effectiveness of antidrug efforts

the removal of dictator manuel noriega has far reaching implications for panama and

outside powers this volume examines the issues of conflict resolution in panama both
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internally and bilaterally post invasion democratization efforts and the lessons for us

policy in promoting democratic rule

the  bush  presidencies  represent  a  unique  historical  challenge  for  historians  and

political scientists alike not since john adams and his son john quincy adams has the

nation  been  led  by  father  and  son  presidents  the  bushes  are  different  from the

adamses john adams and john quincy adams ruled a good twenty four years apart with

john quincy assuming the presidency in 1824 after a controversial election that was

settled by the house of representatives although john quincy did not receive a majority

of popular votes or a majority of elector votes he assumed the presidency due to the

influence of the house he was soundly defeated by andrew jackson four years later in

contradistinction to john quincy adams george w bush was declared the electoral vote

winner in the 2000 presidential election after a bitter contested election settled in

large measure by the supreme court decision bush v gore unlike john quincy george w

bush won a second term albeit by the smallest margin in history 1 george h w bush was

not successful  in his re election quest while john adams was in his psychological

insinuations and theories are more rampant today affecting the analysis of the bush

presidencies unlike the adams presidencies however the bush presidencies present

opportunities for comparing and contrasting father and son presidencies governing

within eight years of each other in addition the son governs as the father watches this

new and significant book is dedicated to comparing and contrasting this father and son

combination the response to our call  has been quite fruitful  there seems to be a

conventional wisdom developing about this father and son relationship it seems to

emphasise differences between the father and son these differences are largely due to

the  different  approaches  that  father  and  son  took  towards  iraq  thus  it  has  been

observed that the father is a bit disappointed in the son for the path taken in iraq

george h w bush is concerned for and worries about his son our authors find not only

differences but great similarities between both presidents this is as one might expect

given blood lines environmental upbringing family ties education and other variables

affecting  these  individuals  the  analysis  here  both  adds  to  and  contradicts  the

conventional wisdom view of the bushes our authors present a first attempt at analysing

this unique relationship in various policy areas the authors believe that this relationship

will provide future scholars with many research questions concerning the nature of the

presidency

lengthy account of noreiga years in panama written by an anti noriega activist extensive

discussion may prove useful
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this work examines a half century of american interventions in latin america exploring

us  foreign  policy  decision  making  in  a  political  psychological  framework  cottam

employs  a  number  of  case  studies  of  intervention  and  analyses  decision  making

patterns

war in the media age also aims to provide a thorough grounding in the history of recent

government press relations during conflict and in the mechanics of how presidents the

military and the press do their jobs during war book jacket
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